44<3                               Levelling up.                       [A.D. 1763.
I thus, Sir, shewed her the absurdity of the levelling doctrine. She has never liked me since. Sir, your levellers wish to level doivii as far as themselves; but they cannot bear levelling up to themselves. They would all have some people under them; why not then have some people above them?' I mentioned a certain authour who disgusted me by his forwardness, and by shewing no deference to noblemen into whose company he was admitted. Joi-INSON. ' Suppose a shoemaker should claim an equality with him, as he does with a Lord; how he would stare. " Why, Sir, do you stare ? (says the shoemaker,) I do great service to society. Tis true I am paid for doing it; but so are you, Sir : and I am sorry to say it, paid better than I am, for doing something not so necessary. For mankind could do better without your books, than without my shoes." Thus, Sir, there would be a perpetual struggle for precedence, were there no fixed invariable rules for the distinction of rank, which creates no jealousy, as it is allowed to be accidental.'
He said, Dr. Joseph Warton was a very agreeable man, and his Essay on tlie Genius and Writings of Pope, a very pleasing book. I wondered that he delayed so long to give us the continuation of it1. JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I suppose he finds himself a little disappointed, in not having been able to persuade the world to be of his opinion as to Pope.'
We have now been favoured with the concluding volume, in which, to use a parliamentary expression, he has explained, so as not to appear quite so adverse to the opinion of the world, concerning Pope, as was at first thought2; and we must all
1 The first volume was published     in a more moderate degree, but who
in 1756, the second in 1782.                   had noble talents for moral, ethical,
" Warton, to use his own words,     and panegyrical poetry.' In this class,
'did not think Pope at the head of     in his  concluding volume, he says,
his profession.    In other words, in     * we may venture to assign Pope a
that species of poetry wherein Pope     place, just  above Dryden.    Yet, to
excelled, he is  superior to all man-     bring  our minds  steadily to make
kind ; and I only say that this spe-     this decision, we must forget, for a
cies of poetry is not the most excel-     moment,  the  divine Music Ode of
lent one of the art.'    He disposes     Dryden; and may, perhaps, then be
the English poets  in four  classes,     compelled   to   confess that   though
placing   in   the  first only  Spenser,     Dryden be  the greater genius, yet
Shakespeare, and Milton.    ' In the     Pope is the better artist.'   Warton's
second class should be ranked such     Essay, i. i, vii. and ii. 404.    See post,
as possessed the true poetical genius     March 31, 1772.
agree,e' farmi les hommcs, 1754.
